NORTH    POLE
The first was a non-Bolshevik: General Urnberto Mobile.
The unfortunate chief of the ill-fated Italian airship expedi-
tion to the Arctic was courtmartialed in Milan after the
Russian ice-breaker Krassin saved him and the greater part
of his companions. Because he had allowed himself to be
rescued before all his crew were in safety he was found
guilty and went abroad as an exile. He is now employed
by the Soviet Government as a specialist and builds
dirigibles for them. But he has not given up his pet idea
of exploring ice-bound regions round the North Pole by
Zeppelins instead of steamships.
The Fascist General received me in a nice little apartment
which I found after some hopeless wanderings through
gloomy backyards in the centre of the Red capital.
Over a cup of Russian tea he told me first that he had a
very high opinion of Russian airmen.
CI believe in their efficiency in peace as well as war time.
As regards their achievements in the Arctic, I do not doubt
that they have a great economic and strategical importance.
The possibility of air traffic along the shores of trie Arctic
Ocean between the settlements in Northern Siberia and to
the islands in the Polar Sea is proved. But flights across
the Pole? Well, I think such ideas are a little premature.
The difficulty is not so much one of suitable machines.
Any modern powerful engine can get the better even of the
strongest head winds in the Arctic. Clear weather at the
start and arrival are of course essential. The distance of
3000 miles between their northernmost base on Franz
Josef Land and the nearest landing-place contemplated
at the other side on the Atabaska river would have to be
flown non-stop. Even that is feasible. After all, the Red
Army has bombers with a radius of action up to 6000 miles
now. What is still to be done and could not be dispensed
with is the establishment of a sufficient number of radio
stations in the innermost circle round the Pole and emergency
landing-grounds. For that purpose exploration of this area
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